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2.     The volunteer shall have to carefully read and understand the
summary1 of the Rowlatt Bills published by the Sabha2 and must
explain the same to such would-be signatories as have not read
the Bills or the summary.

3.     In explaining the Pledge the volunteer must lay due emphasis
upon the fact that the real strength, the true test of the satya-
graha, lies in his capacity to bear pain and must warn the signa-
tory that resort to satyagraha may lead to loss of personal liberty
and property and ask him to sign the Pledge only if he is pre-
pared for these sacrifices.    If the volunteer is then 'convinced
that the would-be signatory has made up his mind he will take his
signature*

4.    Volunteers must not accept the signatures of persons under
18 and students.  And even in the case of those over 18 he must
make sure that the signatory has decided after careful considera-
tion.   Volunteers must not induce persons to sign, upon whose
earnings their families are solely dependent for their maintenance,

5.    After taking the signature, the volunteer must himself take
down the designation and full address of the signatory in neat and
legible handwriting.  If the signature is not legible the volunteer
should copy it down neatly.  He must note the date on which the
signature is taken.

6.    The volunteer must attest every signature*

The Bombay Chronicle 12-3-1919; also Toung India, 12-3-1919

126.  LETTER TO THE PRESS ON SATTAGRAHA PLEDGE
[February 26, 1919]*
I enclose herewith the Satyagraha Pledge regarding the Row-
latt Bills* The step taken is probably the most momentous in the
history of India. I give my assurance that it has not been hastily
taken. Personally I have passed many a sleepless night over it*
I have weighed the consequences of the act* I have endeavoured
duly to appreciate Government's position. But I have been unable
to find any justification for the extraordinary Bills* I have read
the Rowlatt Committee's Report, I have gone through its narra-
tive with admiration, Its reading has driven me to conclusions
1 Vid* the preceding item.
2 The words "published by the Sabha" do not occur in the Gtyarati
version of the instructions in Mahadevbhaini Diary.
*Vid* htahQdivbfoi ki Dfay, Fart J,